
Call applications for SAARC Agriculture PhD Scholarship Program– 2019 
in Agricultural Biotechnology

SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC)
Dhaka, Bangladesh

Applications are invited from the potential candidates of SAARC Member Countries  (except Afghanistan and Bangladesh) to pursue PhD study. 
Candidates should submit applications to Director, SAARC agriculture Centre (SAC), Dhaka, Bangladesh  on or before 

15     April 2019. th

Background
SAARC Agriculture Centre (SAC) under the framework of 
SAARC has been working for strengthening agricultural 
research and development through regional networks with 
different ins�tu�ons in South Asia. From 2017 onwards, the 
SAC has taken ini�a�ves “SAARC Agriculture PhD Scholarship 
Programme” to support aspiring agricultural professionals of 
the region for undertaking doctoral studies in a premier 
Ins�tute/ University in the SAARC region. The scholarship is 
highly compe��ve and merit based providing opportuni�es 
to the regular employees of the Na�onal Agricultural 
Research System (NARS)/ Department/ Ministry in SAARC 
Member States. Till date, the scholarship has been awarded 
in Soil Science to the candidate of Bangladesh for 
undertaking studies at Bangladesh Agricultural University, 
Mymensingh, Bangladesh, in Agricultural Economics to the 
candidate of Afghanistan for undertaking studies at 
University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka and in Molecular Biology 
& Biotechnology to the candidate of Nepal for pursuing 
studies at Indian Agricultural Research Ins�tute, New Delhi, 
India.

For the academic year 2020, two scholarships will be offered: 
one in Animal Nutri�on and other in Fish Nutri�on & Feed 
Technology. The applicants must be (i) ci�zen of Bhutan/ 
India/ Maldives/ Pakistan/ Sri Lanka, (ii) regular employee of 
the Na�onal Agricultural Research System/ Ministry/ 
Department, (iii) below the age of 40 years as on the date of 
applica�on deadline with more than three years of 
experience, (iv) good command of spoken and wri�en 
English, (v) available for full �me PhD for a period of three 
years.

Eligibility

Educational qualification for PhD in Animal Nutrition

Master Degree (MSc/MS/ MV Sc) in Animal Nutri�on. A 
definite weightage will be given to an applicant having basic 
degree in Veterinary Sciences.                                             

Master Degree with specializa�on/ disserta�on in Fish 
Nutri�on. A definite weightage will be given to an applicant 
having basic degree in Fisheries Science.

Applica�ons are invited from poten�al candidates who are 
ci�zens of Bhutan, India, Maldives, Pakistan and Sri Lanka for 
pursuing their doctoral study in the subject of (i) Animal 
Nutri�on and (ii) Fish Nutri�on & Feed Technology. 
Candidates should submit applica�on along with suppor�ng 
documents (a�ested copies of postgraduate and basic degree 
cer�ficates, marksheet/ report card, medals/ scholarship/ 
peer recogni�on received, research paper/ short note/ 
review/ bulle�n/ book/ book chapter published, and a 
synopsis of research proposal) to the Director, SAC through 
the current employer /relevant Ministry/ SAARC Division/ 
Sec�on of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs / External Affairs of 
the home country on or before 19th August, 2020. In case, the 
candidate perceives delay in forwarding the applica�on 
through concerned ministry, he/she could submit the duly 
filled applica�on signed by self and employer along with 
suppor�ng documents directly to Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan, 
Director, SAC (director@sac.org.bd)as an advance copy.  
No�fica�on regarding the scholarship and applica�on format 
is availablein the SAC website (www.sac.org.bd).

How to apply

Educational qualification for PhD in Fish Nutrition & Feed 
Technology
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Applicants are requested to submit a synopsis (brief 
proposal) of maximum 500 words for PhD research under the 
given thema�c area adhering to the format i.e. �tle, 
introduc�on, jus�fica�on, objec�ves, and expected 
outcome. The proposal will be reviewed to determine 
whether the proposed research comes under the ambit of 
thema�c area men�oned in the applica�on. The expected 
outcomes should also lead to the advancement of 
knowledge and genera�on of newer technologies in the 
par�cular subject for the benefit of South Asian region.

Applica�ons received on or before the deadline (19th August 
2020) will be evaluated by the Commi�ee headed by the 
Director, SAARC Agriculture Centre as per the following 
criteria: (i) Academic records of the candidate, 
(ii)Awards/medals/peer recogni�ons, (ii) publica�ons, (iii) 
research projects handled as principal inves�gator or 
co-inves�gator, (iv) courses taught, (v) relevance and quality 
of PhD synopsis submi�ed.  The submi�ed applica�ons will 
be finally evaluated based on the criteria men�oned above 
and selec�on will be made by the commi�ee comprising of 
regional experts available at the Centre. 

The SAARC Agriculture PhD Scholarship Programme is 
tenable for a period of three years on full�me basis. During 
their doctoral study, candidates are not allowed to perform 
any kind of part �me or contract job at the place of their 
study. The selected candidates are expected to be placed at 
the Deemed University of Indian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR). The SAARC Agriculture Centre will facilitate 
admission.

  

   For PhD in Animal Nutri�on     PhD in Fish Nutri�on & Feed 
                                                             Technology

Tenure and placement

Selection process

Host Institute

ICAR-Indian Veterinary 
Research Ins�tute (ICAR-IVRI), 
Izatnagar, Bareilly, U�ar 
Pradesh, India is the host 
ins�tute. Established in 1889, 
ICAR-IVRI is one of the premier 
research ins�tu�ons 
dedicated to livestock 
research and development of 
the region. The ins�tute with 
faculty strength of more than 
275 has a major mandate of 
research, teaching, 
consultancy and technology 
transfer in the field of animal 
sciences. The ins�tute imparts 
quality undergraduate and 
post-graduate educa�on to 
students from India and 
abroad. 

Standing tall on a dynamic history 
of more than five decades, 
Central Ins�tute of Fisheries 
Educa�on (Deemed University) 
can jus�fiably be called the 
na�onal leader in fisheries 
educa�on in India. The ins�tute 
has been commi�ed to the 
development of qualified and 
trained manpower to plan, 
execute and manage various 
fisheries developmental 
programmes in the country. The 
Central Ins�tute of Fisheries 
Educa�on (CIFE) was established 
by the Government of India, with 
the assistance of FAO/UNDP on 
6th June 1961. The University with 
its headquarters at Mumbai has 
four centres at 

1. Economy class airfare from home country to the host 
    ins�tute. Eligible during joining and a�er the comple�on 
    of study
2. En�re tui�on fees as applicable to the concerned deemed 
     university 
3. Living allowance at the rate US$600 per month for three 
    years
4. One-�me grant of US$1000 to cover expenditure on 
     books, study materials, computer and thesis prepara�on
5. A grant of   US$1000 per year for three years to cover   
    research cost with the recommenda�ons of the PhD  
    supervisor   

The awardee is expected to strictly follow the guidelines of 
respec�ve University/ Ins�tute at the host country. The 
award may be terminated at any �me for reasons of 
unsa�sfactory progress or a�endance or if the registra�on is 
suspended or terminated by his/ her university for any 
reason. The awardee needs to execute a bond with the host 
Ins�tute on behalf of SAARC Agriculture Centre, Dhaka for 
the successful comple�on of PhD programme. In case of 
candidates leaving the doctoral studies before comple�on, 
they need to surrender the en�re fellowship amount with 
interest to the SAARC Agriculture Centre, Dhaka. A hard and 
so� copy of the doctoral thesis needs to be submi�ed to the 
SAARC Agriculture Centre, Dhaka a�er comple�on.
Besides, the awardee should acknowledge the SAARC 
Agriculture Centre in all publica�ons including PhD thesis. 

What covers under the SAARC Agriculture 
PhD Scholarship Programme?

Grant conditions

Further contact
Dr. Ashis Kumar Samanta
Senior Programme Specialist
SAARC Agriculture Centre
BARC Complex, Farmgate
Dhaka -1215, Bangladesh
Mobile no.: +8801316195379
What’s app no.: +919449447397
Mail id: draksamanta@sac.org.bd; 
drashiskumarsamanta@gmail.com

PhD synopsis

Dr. Mian Sayeed Hassan
The Director

SAARC Agriculture Centre
BARC Complex, Farmgate, 
Dhaka -1215, Bangladesh

Phone no.:+880258153152
Email: director@sac.org.bd

Today, the ins�tute with its 
deemed to be university 
status contributes immensely 
to human resource 
development in the discipline 
of veterinary sciences with 
skills and knowledge 
necessary for the challenges 
of the new millennium.  
W e b l i n k : 
h�p://www.ivri.nic.in

Kolkata, Kakinada (Andhra 
Pradesh), Powerkheda (Madhya 
Pradesh) and Rohtak (Haryana). 
The Ins�tute has two 
training-cum-research vessels for 
training and research in marine 
fisheries.
W e b l i n k : 
h�ps://www.cife.edu.in
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